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1144 Walker Road, Suite D
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1223
Great Falls, Virginia 22066

www.greatfallsfoundationforarts.org

Questions? Contact Ben Cheshire

cheshireart@gmail.com or 703-906-1227
Great Falls School of Art

Winter 2012 Art Classes & Workshops
Adult, Children & Teen Classes

January - March 2012

Registration begins immediately.

ADULT CLASSES

NEW!
Landscape Painting Using A Photo Reference - Mollie Vardell

This course will help students of all levels to use a photo as a starting point for a great
oil painting. Particular attention is paid to creating distance and atmosphere, light
and mood in the students’ paintings. Not every photo will make a great painting so
students will be encouraged to bring in several to select from that will create the most
compelling composition. Individual elements of the landscape will be discussed,
including perspective, sky, trees and water, as well as color harmony and overall
composition The instructor will teach students through a combination of
demonstrations and lectures plus lots of one-on-one time with each student. For
information on the instructor, please visit www.mollievardellart.com.

Wednesdays, January 18 - March 7, 2012, 9:30am - 12:30pm, 8 sessions

$270, supply list emailed upon registration

Portrait Painting & Drawing- Jill Banks

This course covers the basic elements of painting and drawing the portrait: composition,
mood, gesture, form, structure and features. Emphasis is placed on creating sound and
compelling paintings (or drawings) as well as achieving a likeness. Beginning students will
work in grisaille or charcoal - concentrating on accurate values and form. Intermediate and
more advanced students will learn how to paint beautiful skin tones through color studies
and to place the figure in space. If you're planning on painting and drawing, look at both.
Model fees are extra and are to be paid directly to the instructor the first day of class. For real
beginners (new to oil painting or with limited drawing experience), consider taking Jill’s still
life painting class for a few sessions before taking this class. For information on the instructor,
see Jill's blog at www.jillbanks.blogspot.com or www.jillbanks.com. A supply list will be posted

on Jill's web site.
Mondays, Jan. 16 - March 12, 10:00am - 1:00pm, 9 sessions
$300 plus model and materials fee (to be determined and paid directly to the instructor)



Still Life Painting in Qils - Jill Banks

Still life provides a great tool to hone skills. Students of all levels welcome.
Beginners will learn the fundamentals including laying in lights/darks (grisaille),
color, materials and form. More advanced students will apply skills to increasingly
complex subject matter (metals, textures, water, flowers), refine color and produce
finished paintings, learn to see as artists, simplify forms into abstract shapes and
how to construct compositions. Some classes will concentrate on drills/exercises
to get at the essence of single objects and loosen brushstrokes and style.
Information on the instructor can be found at www.jillbanks.com and on her blog
at www.jillbanks.blogspot.com. A supply list is posted on Jill'’s web site.

Tuesdays, Jan. 17 - March 13, 10:00-1:00pm, 9 sessions

$300 plus materials fee (materials fee paid directly to instructor)

NEW!
Wildlife Textures In Pastel

- Ben Cheshire
Adults And Teens Grades 10-12
Students will learn how to portray fur, feathers and scales in hard and soft pastels. 1
will share my secret in creating beautiful paintings of wildlife through demonstrations
and hands on painting. It is helpful for students to have a background in drawing or
painting. A supply list will include 24-30 earthtone soft and hard pastels (two boxes)

and a box of 24 pastel pencils. Paper and other materials will be provided.
Mondays, Jan. 9 - Feb. 27, 7:00pm - 9:30pm, $300

CHILDREN & TEEN CLASSES

Progressive Drawing - Michela Mansuino

Ages 7-12

In this after school drawing class for serious young artists, we will be drawing with
charcoal and pencil and painting with acrylic on paper. Students will draw from
master drawings, drapery, mannequins, casts and still life objects in eight progressively
oriented classes.

Mondays, January 9 - March 5, (no class on January 16), 2:30pm - 5:30pm, 8
sessions

$300 plus Supply fee $35 paid directly to instructor.

Manga Drawing Class, An Advanced Case of Manga - Michela Mansuino

Ages 10-18

This easy to follow course in Manga drawing will teach you how to draw your own Manga
characters. Warm up exercises the first hour of class include gesture drawings from life and from
choreographed poses. Next, the focus starts at the top, with the head. Practice eyes, hair styles,
facial features and emotions, then hands, bodies and clothing. Each student will receive step-by-
step guidance in drawing layers, developing a storyboard and using motion and emotion to bring
your characters to life.

Wednesdays, January 11 - March 7, 5:00pm - 7:15pm, $300, 9 sessions

Supplies: 18 X 24 pad newsprint, 2 fat sharpie markers, 8 sheets smooth bristle paper, 8 sheets
tracing paper, pencils, kneaded eraser, ink and ink pen with a 512 nib from speedball.




Art Exploration - (to be determined)
Grades K-3
Students will experiment with various mediums such as acrylic, watercolor, charcoal, clay and pastel. Lessons will help

students develop skills in the use of colors and shapes and gain confidence in self-expression.
Tuesdays, January 10 - March 6, 4:30 - 5:30pm, $200

NEW!

Wildlife Textures In Pastel - Ben Cheshire

Adults And Teens Grades 10-12

Students will learn how to portray fur, feathers and scales in hard and soft pastels. 1
will share my secret in creating beautiful paintings of wildlife through demonstrations
and hands on painting. It is helpful for students to have a background in drawing or
painting. A supply list will include 24-30 earthtone soft and hard pastels (two boxes)
and a box of 24 pastel pencils. Paper and other materials will be provided.

Mondays, Jan. 9 - Feb. 27, 7:00pm - 9:30pm, $300

WORKSHOPS

Honing Your Craft - Learn to Paint Anything
Studio Painting Workshop - Oil and Acrylic

- Featuring Armand Cabrera
Friday to Sunday, February 3, 4, 5, 2012
10:00am - 5:00pm
Workshop Limited to 15 Students
Cost $395

The workshop will begin with an Orientation and a painting
demonstration by Armand. After lunch, students will paint at their
easels. Armand will demo every day in oils.

This Armand Cabrera workshop is designed for all levels of
students... including professionals who wish to take their painting
skills to the next stage.

Armand will focus on all aspects of successful painting:
concept, drawing, form, composition, color and harmony.

The class will work with a limited palette of warm and cool colors,
plus white. Materials list is available at www.armandcabrera.com.
Students must have all their own painting equipment and supplies. A
limited number of easels are available for rental during the workshop.
$30 payable to Great Falls School of Art. Students will receive much
individual attention, nurturing their own styles and goals. An intense,
but fun workshop taught by a recognized master of the medium.




Digital Photography Jumpstart Workshop

- Jeff and Sarah Burton
Monday and Tuesday, January 16 & 17, 7:00 - 8:30pm
Cost: $99.00

Designed for digital SLR (single lens reflex) camera owners ages 13 through adult. We'll cover your digital cameras controls
from tip to tail. You'll get in touch with all your camera’s basic controls, mode dial, exposure techniques, resolution, flash,
composition and much more.

Digital Photography Intermediate Workshop

- Jeff and Sarah Burton
Monday and Tuesday, January 30 & 31, 7:00 - 9:30pm
Cost: $149.00

Designed for digital SLR (single lens reflex) camera owners ages 13 through adult. We'll cover your digital cameras controls
in more detail. We'll talk more about what options you can have while using your camera in the field. Learn about depth of
field, close up (macro) photography, exposure compensation, using flash more effectively, lens choices, white balance,
shooting RAW files, photo editing options and much more.

Photoshop Elements 9 Workshop

- Jeff and Sarah Burton
Monday and Tuesday, February 13 & 14, 7:00 - 9:30pm
Cost: $149.00

If you're an artist using photography, or own a digital camera, you need to learn about photo editing software, A class in
Photoshop Elements 9 will help you catalog and improve your digital vision dramatically. The class will cover core concepts
including: importing images, albums and tagging , cropping and image resizing, color-correction, filters, black & white
conversion, retouching, sharpening, cropping and image resizing, to name a few. We will also cover printing tips. PC-
centric and Mac users welcome. Bring a laptop to follow along; the program is the same for either Mac or PC. No question
left unanswered. Course will be taught via digital projection.



QUICK GUIDE - REGULAR CLASSES

Instructor Time No. Sessions Ages Medium
Monday
Portrait Painting and Drawing Banks 10:00am-1:00pm 9 Adults Qil
Progressive Drawing Mansuino 2:30-5:30pm 8 7-12 years Charcoal,
Pencil, Acrylic
Wildlife Textures in Pastels Cheshire 7:00-9:30pm 8 Adults & Pastels
Grades 10-12
Tuesday
Still Life Painting in Oils Banks 10:00am-1:00pm 9 Adults Qil
Art Exploration TBD 4:30-5:30pm 9 Grades K-3 Various
Wednesday
Landscape Painting from Photos Vardell 9:30am-12:30pm 8 Adults Qil
Manga Drawing Mansuino 5:00pm-7:15pm 9 Ages 10-18 Drawing
QUICK GUIDE - WORKSHOPS
January 16 & 17, Monday and Tuesday
Digital Photography Jumpstart Burtons 7:00 - 8:30pm Photography
January 30 & 31, Monday and Tuesday
Digital Photography Intermediate Burtons 7:00 - 9:30pm Photography
February 3, 4, 5,
Honing Your Craft - Learn Cabrera 10:00am - 4:00pm Qil/Acrylic
to Paint Anything
February 13 & 14, Monday and Tuesday
Photoshop Elements 9 Burtons 7:00 - 9:30pm Photography



ABOUT THE INSTRUCTORS

Jill Banks’ paintings have garnered national and regional honors and appeared in élan, American Art Collector, Fine Art
Connoisseur, Virginia Living and the Washington Post. In 2011, Jill completed her 100 Faces in 100 Days project, painting a
portrait a day from January 1 through April 10. Recent honors include winning a second Strauss Fellowship from the Arts
Council of Fairfax County, being juried into and winning awards in National shows including the International Museum
of Contemporary Masters’ Salon International and the Salmagundi Club; three Best in Shows at the Art League; Best in
Show at ArtReston!; and placing as finalist three times in Artist’s Magazine’s Annual Competition. For more information,
visit her web site: www.jillbanks.com and blog: jillbanks.blogspot.com.

Four years ago, Armand Cabrera moved from San Francisco to beautiful Northern Virginia where he enjoys painting the
four seasons. Armand's painting style is “alla prima,” completing his paintings in one sitting. He is represented by art
galleries across the country. He has been juried into the prestigious Laguna Plein Air Competition, Sonoma Plein Air,
Plein Air Easton, Rocky Mountain Plein Air, California Art Club Gold Medal Exhibition, Carmel Art Festival, Napa
Valley Museum, Plein Air Easton Exhibition, Telluride Plein Air and International Museum of Contemporary Masters
"Salon International", to name a few. Armand writes weekly articles about his painting process, the business of art and
historical artists on his very popular blog: ArtAndInfluence.blogspot.com.

Armand will be featured in the Winter Issue of Plein Air Magazine.

Michela Mansuino understudied master fresco painter Otello Chiti in Siena, Italy. She holds a Bachelor's Degree in
painting and printmaking from Tyler School of Art, Philadelphia. She has traveled extensively to Italy, studied art history
in Florence, and advocates classical training in drawing and painting. She taught middle and high school art for five years
at the American School of Recife, Brazil, and teaches youth in the D.C Metropolitan area. She is represented by the Susan
Calloway Gallery of Georgetown, Zenith Gallery and the Hermitage Design and Gallery in McLean.

Starting out as an art major in college, Mollie Vardell has been painting for 8 years after a long career in design. Some of
Mollie Vardell's collectors say they are drawn to her landscapes serenity and that “Her paintings exude a sense of

calm”. Her paintings can be found in Galleries in MD, DE and VA and clients homes throughout the country. Mollie is
passionate about painting and extremely excited about teaching at the Great falls School of Art. For more information,
visit her website at: mollievardellart.com.

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION

Jill Banks 703-403-7435 jillbanks1@aol.com www.jillbanks.com and www.jillbanks.blogspot.com
Armand Cabrera www.armandcabrera.com

Ben Cheshire 703-906-1227 cheshireart@gmail.com www.bencheshireart.com

Michela Mansuino 571-263-71696 michelamansuino@yahoo.com Wwww.mansuino.com

Mollie Vardell 571-220-8678 molliemlv@gmail.com www.mollievardellart.com



Great Falls School of Art
Registration Form
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To register for class, complete the  GFFFTA
form below and mail it with full P. O. Box 1223

payment (check or credit card) to: Great Falls. VA 22066

Student Information:
Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Telephone Number:

E-mail (for class communication):

If student is a minor: Age:

Emergency contact:

(name & telephone number)

Class Desired: Class Desired:
Course: Course:
Day/Time: Day/Time:

Cost: Cost:

Class Desired: Class Desired:
Course: Course:
Day/Time: Day/Time:

Cost: Cost:

Please note that classes are occasionally oversubscribed, in which case they filled in the order of registration payment received.

Payment Information: (no cash by mail please)

Total for above classes: $

Check payable to GFFFTA enclosed (please sign below).
Payment by credit card (please complete the information below).

Card Type (check one): VISA Mastercard Discover

Cardholder®s Name:

Card Account Number:
Expiration Date (MM/YY): / Security Code (on back of card):

Signature: (required for all payment methods):
Your signature is required as acceptance of your class registration and the SchoolOs Policies

School Policy Information
Full payment must accompany registration. Class fees are refundable if cancellation is made by student in writing at least 2 weeks
prior to first class session. Classes without sufficient enroliment prior to the first class date will be cancelled and students will be
entitled to a full refund or tuition credit. Classes missed by students will not be rescheduled or refunded. The school will schedule
make-up dates for classes cancelled due to inclement weather or any other reason. The school reserves the right to ask disruptive
students to leave the classroom; tuition will not be refunded for disruptive behavior. Students will receive email confirmation of class
registration and a list of supplies needed that will not provided by the instructor.

www.greatfallsfoundationforarts.org 10 Oct 2011




